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| To the Honourable | | 
Sir Henry Telverton Baronet, and 


| Fobn Crew Eſquire, 
Elected Knights to ſerve for the 


County of Northampton in this preſent Parliament. 


Noble and Honoured Gentlemen, 

6h £1: firſt preached, and 
S211 after preaching veene by 
E awers judicious Per- 
Sig hy my Auditory vebement- 
ly ſolicited, to print this Sermon ; 

I have beene over-prevailed with 
all, to gratifie their defires although 
I am conſc1ous that there 18 ittle mm 1t, be- 
{ides the happineſs of the Parallell 
between King Davids,ardour moſt 
gracious Sovereigns Reftituti- 

ON, 79 commend 1t 10 any judicious Rea- 


#3 arr. 


The Epiſtle Ded atory. 


der. And ſo much the rather, becauſe I 
flatter my ſelf with ſome hopes, that' thoſe 
to whom the Royal part of the Paral- 
lel may be acceptable for its patneſs 
to the Seaſon; will be prijwaned to 
vouchſafe the like candid reception to the 
Loyal part of itfor its ſutableneſs 
to the diſpoſition of every good 

Subject z ſuch a ſeaſon. 
And when I had thus conſented to its 
Publication, i& could not ratunally be 
@ matter of much diſpute unto me to whom 
to dedicate 17 ;wben I confidered, that 
(befides the relation you have to that 
County wherert was preached)your 
preſent Intereſt in that Parliament, 
which hath grven us the occaſion of 
that Joy, which begat the Meditati- 
Ons . bere expreſſed ; and your known 
£ Loy- 


PE 


The Epiſtle Deawatory. 
Loyalty 'to ow gracious Sove= 
rein, ſomany eminent ſervices 
(of late eſpecially) manifeſied, to your 
greateſt hazard of lwes and eſtates, to- 
gether with drvers perſonal obliga- 
tions;mght juſtly challenge at my hangs 
a far greater teſtimony of honor 
and reſpeCt,than this can amount unto. 

T therfore humbly requeſt you to permit 
this [lender Prece of mine,to flyupand down 
the Nation under the ſhelter of your 
noble Names; and to maulge,and ex: 
cuſe whatever errors or weakneſſes 

you may diſcover in it. T am conſcious of © 
ſome, and the curious Readers, 
Ceſpecially confidering the different 
Tempers of theſe Times) 1t 15 hkely 
may fndmore. But, hope,this excuſt 
(which it hath from its own Theme 


Ai: and 
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and Argument) will ſecure it from a- 
ny hard cenſure among candid per- 
ſons,and Loyal Subjects ; 7hat zn 
ſach a ſeaſon wherem every body 
throngs znto the Preſs to expreſs a 
loyal Gratitude,my lame Mephi- 
boſheth put himſelf forward in the 
croud upon the ſame account. And it 
cannot but be a pleaſing ſight to thoſe who 
truly affett his Sacred Majeſiy, to ſee 
Loyalty een creeping and crawl- 
ing out, 70 meet our David, when it 
cannot march mn equal pace andequi- 
page wh others, who have ſtronger 
limbs, az better furniture. And 
ow, That the God of wiſdom and 
counſel may guide all your con- 
ſultations, tz wayes of healing 
to the Nation 7 general, and 
relief 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory 


relief to all honeſt Mephibo- 
{heths n ſpecial , thouſands of whom, 
without the inter poſition of bis Maje= 
{ties royal tenderneſs, and your 
concurrent moderation 7o qual:- 
fie the extremities of Law, are in 
danger to loſe far more,than Mephi- 


boſheths proportion, by that very 
Providence,which therr hearts as much 


defired, and their hands as much 
_ contributed zo effef, as any whatſoe- 
ver to the utter rume of themſelves, 
and their Farnilies,and the irrepara- 
ble loſs of the Church of God, 
_ and the Proteſtant Cauſe: ſhall be 


the prayer of 


Honoured Gentlemen, HiMajeſties meſt loyal Subject, 


and your moſt affeftionate Servant, 
Stmmon Ford. 


Errata, Pag.11, k15.r.might, if. p.30.1.8, r.divers words. 
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Loyall Subjects Exultation 

| b, FOR THE 

| Royall Exiles Reſtauration. 


— 


2 SAM. 19. 3O. 


And Mephibsſbeth [aid to the King, Tea, let him take 
all, foraſmuch as my Lord the King is come again 
in peace to his own houſe. | 


& His whole Chapter which is the 
Y Anarry whence I have taken the 
Stone which 1_intend to lay as 
£& the foundation of this dayes diſ- 
> Ccoutle, is {0 notably ſuited in 

SD } moſt of the conſiderable paſſa- 

—Y9 ges of it, tothe /ate occurrences 
racious providence 1n the reſtitution of our 


ries run Fon pps Inſomuch that it were no hard 
matter for an ingenious phancy, by altering the 


Names of David, Abſalom, Foab, Abiſhai, Zadock, 
Abiathar, Shimet, Ziba, Ty ts Fordan,8c. 
| into 


The occafion 
of this diſ- 
courſe. 


"The L ojall Subjedt; Exultation 


into others proper to our late affairs, to inſert vey- 
Latin the greateſt part of the Chapter into a Chronicle 
of theſe Times. Thus hath God by his wonderfull 
providence, to the aſtoniſhment of all the world, 
acted over this part of David's Hiſtory again, in 
reference untc our gracious Soveraign King Charles 
as if he would put it beyond ditpute or doubt, that 
David Vumielf the man after Gods ewn heart, had not 
a larger ſhare in that heart, than he. : | 
Differences Nay, give me leaye to ſay, that in divers very 
| on remarkable circumſtances, our Sacred Soveraign, in 
ſtiution and this Eminent turn of affairs, hath received certain 
King David. Grnall aggravations of the mercy vouchlafed him, 
beyond David, As(1.) in reipedt of difficulties, ob- 

; ftructing the return of both. 

(1.) Inthe Te. That Davidwas driven out of his Kingdom by 
oijf.cutics = one Uurper onely ; ſo that with the death of rhar 
Aructing 13 07s the quarrel! was atan end: bit our Soveraigns 
aher., _ Royall ſeat was uſurped by a Devill whole name was 
| Legions fothat no fooner was one uſurpers power 
laid in the duſt, bur there were preſently ſtarted yew 
( and thole powertull ) prertenders to take it up. - 

2, That David, was excluded only in his own 
perſon, not in his whole family, and Royal office 
£00 : bur our Uſurpers, did notonly baniſh the Xzyg, 
bur all his family, and the very Office of King- 
ſhip too, 

3+ That David though he were baniſhed from 
Feruſalem, and his Royal Manſion, yet was not 
wholly driven out of his Territories : but or Royal 
Soveraign, was wholly ſtripped of all his Dominions, 
and baniſhed into forraign Lands, and there, by the 

wn Sd malice 


- RD — 4 " 
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for the Royall Exiles Reffanration. 3 
malice of* his perfecutors, hunted, from place to 
place (as David tormerly was, when $axl purſued | $,, .5 25. 


him ) like a Partridg upon the monntains, 

4. That Davids baniſhment ( in all probability ) 
was not as many weeks, as our SOVEragns Was years, 
(for if it had, Mephibeſheth had been in a naſty pickle 
at his retuin, feeing rhe Holy Ghoſt tells us, he had 
not fo much :s waſhed his cloathes, from the day the 
King departed to that day,) and by conſequence this 
mercy 72.0ur Soverares atter twelve years baniſhment, 
vaſtly exceeds Davids, | 

5. And ( conlequently from hence) it 1s plain, 
that Abſalom and his confederates could not have 
that time, and thoſe advantages to mould and modell 
a party at home, and confirm them by Honours, and 
Eſtates; and oblige them to a mixture of Intereſts ; 
and ſtrengthen themſelves by confederacies abroad : 
but with or Soveraign the caſe was far otherwiſe, 
thoſe who expelled him, had time enough to pur- 
chaſe themſelves friends, by dividing his Inheritance, 
and the ſpoyls of the Nation among them; and to 
mix-Intereſts with forraign Princes,by Embaſſtes,and 
correſpondencies. | 
 - And therefore from all theſe, ( and divers other 
ſuch circumſtances which might bealledged ) the re- 
ſtiturion of our Royal Soveratgn, appears to, have 
been a matter of far greater difficulty rhan Davids 
Was. 

(2.) In reſpect of the way aud maxner of effecting 
the work. | | | 

I, David was reduced by the power of an Army 
raiſed by hims for his own defence : onr Sr 
, x | ms = the 


yerſ.24. of chis 
Chapter. 


(2.) Inthe 
way and man- 
nr of effeGing 
both, 


The Loyall Subjetts Fxultation 


the power of an Army raiſed againit him, and won- 
derfully overpowered into a {ubſerviency to thole at- 
tempts, which honeſt Patriots made tor his revo- 
Cation. 

2. David was reduced by a battell, and that very 
bloody, which ended in the deſtruction of his compe- 
titor, and his forces: our Soveraign 1s recalled by 


 Pariiament, and reſetled in the royall Throne without 


Orher diffe- 
xences wiſhed. 


a blow-ſtriking, or a bloody-noſe ( as welay,) which 
is 2 very eminent amplification of the mercy, as you 
will ſee more anon, | 

Thus have you ſeen ſomething of the parallell 
opened before you, and therein may eaſily perceive, 
chat, in point of »#ercy, and miracle, King Davids re- 
ſtitution came ſhort of King Charles's, 

And I humbly begge at the hands of God, that 
the diſþarity may yet farther appear, in theſe two 
things more, tort the future. | 

1. That bs Royall Maje#y, may have none of 
Davids Sychophants about-him ; or Sonnes of - Zer- 
viah to inflame his ſoft and mercifall diſpoſition mto 
unſeaſonable exaſperations againſt thoſe, whom the 
ſenſe of their own miſcarriages, the conſcience of their 


duty, and aſſurance of his Royal! goodnefs, profſtrates 


at his feet. No Ziba's to ſteal away his heart by 
miſinformations and miſrepreſentations from hoxe# 
Mephiboſheths, who ( whatever their intentions may 
be miſconſtrued into) have ſuffered more in his ex- 
ilement, and done more for his enthronement, than all 
the debauched Hefors, and fawning Paraſites in the 
Land: or engage his Royal Prerogative to At of 
Injuffice, tor the ſatisfaction of their own awarice and 
revenee. | 2, Thit 


—_— 
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2, That there may be no Shebato blow a Trumpet 
of Rebellion to any party, whom either the ſuppoled 
inequality of fawours, or diſappointment of expetta- 
710ns, Or xmulous ballancing of deſerts, may inflame 
into diſcontezts and diftempers. To prevent all 
which miſchiets, I have choſen ( God, I hope, dire- 


ing my {pirit 1n the choice) this remarkable Text 5 


to thew us all, how Zoyalty ſhould be aff-eted in ſuch 
an eminent anc wonderfull T#rs as this, in the ex- 


_ ample of one, who deſerved as highly from: his return- 


ing Prince 4s any, though he fared as cenrſely; and 
yet crawles out 4s forwardly, to meet him, and wel- 
comes him home as heartily as any. | 


And Mephiboſheth [aid unto the King, yea, let him 


take all, foras(much as my Lord the King us come again 


to his own houſe in peace, 
Which words preſent us with 

I. A Royall Exiles Reſtaurationz David the Kine 
returning to Feruſalem in peace. 

2, A Loyall Subjects congratulatory Exultation z 
Mephiboſheth ſaid, My Lord the King is come 
again,&c, - 

3- An hearty and affectionate demonſtration of 
the reality and unteignedneſs of this Exulta- 
tion ; Tea, let him take all, foraſmi:oþ as my 
Lord the King i come again,&Cc, 5 

Upon all which, I ſhall frf# give you ſome 

ſhort deſcants, as they relate to the caſe of Da- 
vid and Mephiboſheth, or a returning King and a 
congratulating Subject : and then apply them to 
the cale in hand, the parallel providence and du- 
ty of this day. | 
B 3 x. And 


The Text di- 
vided. 


— 
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Part I. 


Plal.235.c. 


1. And firft, of the firff Part, | The Royal 
Exiles reflauration, ] It was not long {ince (pro- 
bably not many dayes) that Abſalom and his 
complices had committed a donble rape, upon the 
royal{ Throne, and the royal! Bed of King David : 
and the giddy multitude had from all parts of 
the Nation by Arms and Addreſſes, contributed 
to ſettle him in his uſurpation, King David 
was enforced to quit the Ciry, and pull down his 
ſails, and fin a place of ſafety) to weather out 
the preſent florm, Little did he think, when he 
went forth weeping, chap. 15. 30, that he ſhould 
ſo ſoon have returned with joy: that thole who 
had ſo unjuſtly caft him out, ſhould fo quickly be 
ſo forward in a loyall contention, which of them 


" ſhould contribute moſt to. the bringing of him 


home again: that even Shime: himſelt, who had 
tollowed him in his departure, with all the curſes 


' which a viruleat tongue could utter, ſhould fo 


{oon change his note, and cry peccavi, and begg 
his pardon. | | 

And will you know how all this comes to 
paſs 2 To omit the influence which the victory 
gained againſt Abſalomin the preceding Chapter, had 
upon the multitude, who uſually are directed in their 
Holannahs, and Crucifizes by fucceis : as allo the 
policies uſed by David to incline the people of Fudah, 
to recall him again, {whereot you have an account 
Verſ. 11, 12, 13, 14.) as being at beſt but ſecundary 
cauſes : without all queſtion, there was a remarkable 
hand of God in the managery of this buſineſs, which 
enabled Amaſa the Generall of the contrary part, to 
> | Ide ' bring 


| 
| 
i 
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bring off all the people with fo unagimous'a! conſent, 
as it they had been all but ove wan, to invite the 
King back again, and bow their hearts at his feet. 
Vat. I4, 


| Thus Coth prowiderce daily exercife its prerogative 


- in the world, turning the wheel, upon which the 


Jer.18-4- 


greateſt concernments of Nations are wrought, ac-- 


cording as it plealeth that God, who ruleth in the 
Kingdemes of men, and giveth them to whomſoever he 
will, Dan. 4.25. He breaks their weſſels' of honour, 
and makes them up again, ina more glorious torn 


than they had before: he brings down the high tree; 


and cxalteth the low tree, he dries up the green tree, 
and makes the dry tree to flouriſh, Ezek,17.24. Some- 
times he powreth contempt upon Princes, and cauſeth 
them (45 David in the preceding Chapters) to wan- 
der in the wilderneſs, Pial.107,40, And anon again 
ſubdueth their people under them, and gives great de- 
liverance to his Kings, and ſheweth mercy to his an- 
pointed, (even to this very . David and his ſeed) as 
Pſal.18.47. to 50, he acknowledgeth, 

Which providence as it ſhould az:aze us, ſo ſhould 
it alſo reach us this leflon, | 

That juſt Authority however depreſſed for a ſeaſon, 
uſually recovers and gets up again : and unjuſt uſurpa- 
tion however high and ſuccesfull for a while, ſeldome 
holds ent long againſt a righteous Title, % 

Ot which amongſt many other that might be gi- 
ven, you may take theſe Reaſons. | 

1. That certainly, (whatever atheifticall Pobitici- 
ans think,) the divixe providence doth in a fpeciall 


manner intereſt it {elf in the Caſes and Quarrells of - 


Soveraigu 
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2, 


_—_ 


Soveratgn Princes; as ityconcerns him more nearly 
than any other, to ftand by thole who are deputed 
and commiſſioned by himſelf. | 

Andindeed (except where ſome notorious provo- 

cations-ina-Prince, or his Family, prevail with him 
to take away his Commiſſion) common obſervation 
furniſheth the world with {o trequent examples of di- 
vine Juſtice in this kind, that tew obſerving men 
there are, but have faith enongh to foreſee a Tyrants 
ruine in his riſe, from whit hath ſo often” been for- 
merly (cen, Had Zimri peace who ſlew his Maſter ? 
was (it ſeems by 2 Kizg.9. 31.) grown proverbial 
among the 1ſraelites, and objected to Fehy upon thar 
account by Fezazel, as a prognoſtication of his 
THINC: 

2. There is alſo another Reaſon to be deduced ex 
Batur rei,trom the very conſtitution of all uſurpation 
it (elf, For as in all bodily diſtempers there is a certain 
2x4 Or pitch, whereunto when the inflamed humours 
are elevated, the diſeaſe ipeedily comes to a Crifis, 
and afterwards declines and ſpends it ſelf by degrees 
of recefſe an{werable to thole of its former acceſs: ſo 
is it in the body polirzck, thole humours which being 
inflamed, kindle it into inſurreftions and rebellions, 
waſt themſelves again (of courſe) by degrees, after 
they have arrived at that py/tc4, to which the «t- 
moſt atFivity of thoſe Bontefeus that raiſed them can 
elewate them, and Gods wiſdome thinks fit to ſuffer 
them to be raiſed. 

3+ There is ſomething of reaſon alſo to be drawn 
from that ſecret indignation which people generally 
conceive againſt uſurped powers z upon account 

on , whereof, 


OUTER oaeger,... . 
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whereof ( though they be never ſo much courted, 


and flattered, and thar by the moſt noble and obliging 
actions, yet) they trequently remember, that they 
have not their owa riders , and ſecretly with them 
unhorſed, yea, and frequently will attempt it upon 
every advantage. "The mary headed beaſt will not pa- 
tiently be beſtrid by any, but its own maſter 5 Bu- 
cephalus-like, who would never tufter any co fit him 
but Alexander. 

4. To which (in the fourth place) it doth fre- 
quently prove advantageous, That »ſurping Powers 
are fain ( will they, nill chey ) to ſecure themſelyes 
by ſuch courſes, as not only diate the people : bur 
allo diſcover their own feares and ſuſpittons, And 
it is not the leaſt provocation tothemto attempt the 
unhorfine of their Riders , that they perceive their 
fear —_ them fit tottering and unſteady z and 
whiles (to fit the faſter) they claſp their legs tos cloſe 
to the beaſt, their heels doe them the diſſervice 
of exciting his wettal the more ſpeedily to fixg 


them off. 


5. ( Andlaſtly) A enilty conſcience in an Uſurper, 
doth emaſculate that courage which is neceſſary to be 
put forth in dangerous caſes; and joyns with the ſwal- 
l:ſ# oppoſition trom without : ſo that often times Ty- 
rants are more betrayed by their own fears,than over= 
matched by adverſe forces : whence they them- 
ſelves are ready .to give up all upon - the leaſt 
ſenſe of a declination of ſucceſſes 5 and ſo come 
(like ſneaking cowards) to the moſt diſhonorable 
ends, very ſeldome having the courage ſo much 


as ro redeeme an inelorious life, with a glorious 


death. | : 
C This 
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Part TT. 


; ver.35.. 


This commonly is the fate of Uſurpers ( whether 
from any, or all of thele cauſes) whiles juſ# Anutho- 
rity is like the S#-ediſpelling thoſe mmifts that cloud 
it, by degrees, and every day ( like the houte of our 
David in his conteſt with Sauls poſterity ) growing 
ftroneer and ſtronger , 2 Sam, 3. 1, augmenting its 
Intereſts upon the growing difaffte&tions of the people 
to unjuſt powers, tull atlaſt, it tread upon the neck 
of all oppoſition. Thence it is that 6anifhedFephthah 
is fetched back again with more honozr, than ever he 
was expelled with /7juryand diſgrace, Judg. 11. 7,8, 
and our David ( in the Text) comes home to Ferg- 
alem with more tears of joy , than there were tears 
of ſerrow ſhed for his expulſion : thar the joy of ſuch 
a providence works {ach miracles among the people, 
that: old Barzillai ( though he have loff all his ſen- 
ſes through age, yet ) recovers ſtrength enough ro 
travel forth to congratulate his Severeizz + and lame 
Mephiboſheth, upon ſuch an occaſion, can make a ſhift 
to crawl out to welcome him to his houſe again, 
Which brings me to my ſecond part, _. 
The Loyal Subjetts congratulatory exultation.[ And 
Mephiboſheth (aid to the King, &C, | 
Wherein we will obſerve, 
I.. The Perſon thus joyfully congratulating his So- 
vereigns return, Mephiboſheth, 
2, The particulars, which hegratefully inſtanceth 
in, as the amplifications of his joy and thanktulneſle ;. 
of. which every word bears a parts. 


1. The 


—— 


— 
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I. The King : (the Perfjonhe congratulates.) 
2. My Lord: (the Relation he had to him.) 
Z. Is come again : ( the mercy that befell him.) 
» To his own houſe : (the Place of his ar- 
rival. ) 
5. In Peace» (the manxey of his reſtitution.) 
Of all which ſingly in their order, And 1,The perſon 
Firſt, of the Perſon thus rejoycing and congratula- ©*78"atilating 
ting, and that is, Mephiboſherh, | 
Bur whois this A/ephiboſheththat among all the per- 
ſons that congratulated Davids return, and triumphed 
init, he is moſt takennotice of * 
x. It is (for ought we can find to the contrary ) 
very likely, he was the only remaining 17ſec of Saul, 
the former King : and therefore one who if he had 
minded his own advancement ( as Ziba malicioufly 
ſuggeſted, with great appearance of probabilicy, bur 
that the Holy Ghoſt vindicates him , Chap, 16, 3.) 
have made his advantage of Davids abſence, and (as 
the Heir of the Crown by right of inheritance from 
Sawl } have aneled fair for it intheſe troubled waters, - 
had he been {o minded, | | 
2. One who ( without all queſtion) was not fo de- 
ſtitute of intelligence, bur that he knew that he was 
accuſed to David under the pregnant ſuſpitions of 
ſuch a deſign ; and fo' farre judged guilty, by the 
King himſelf, that he had already given away his 
Lands as forfeited to the Crown; and he might have Chap.16.4. 
had cauſe enough te doubt, that his head muſt have 
gone next. | | 
2. Once more, Mephibofheth wasa perſon, but juſ# 
now highly diſobliged by the King. For when he had 
opened his caſe, and cleared = Innocency to David, 
pd = 
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in the matters which Ziba had ſuggeſted ; and had 
prevailed fo farre upon him that he appears inclined 


co think him ;zngcent; yet he 1s taken up ſhort, and 


anſwered with a check, and a confirmation of the for- 
mer #xjuſt ſentence, to a full moiety, in ſtead of ex- 
pected reparationss And yet this Mephiboſheth is 
the perlon that thus congratulates his Sove- 
reign. {| Mephiboſheth ſaid to the King, &c.] Hence 
we may obſerve, | 
That a true and leyal Subjeft values hw Sovereigns 
good above his own, As Mephiboſheth heredoth, And 
a fair copy he had, to write after in the example of 
his father Fonathan, who (whiles David was onely 


Rex deſignatus, appointed and defigned by God to 


the ſucceſiion of the Kingdom and although as Saul 
tells him, 1 Sa. 20, 31, that hz had choſen the 
ſonne of Feſſe to his own hurt , and that whiles he 
lived, he ſhould not be efabliſhed, nor his Kingdoms; 
yet ) upon pure conviction, that God had ſettled the 
Kingdom upon Davza, he is contented to {it down a 
private man, and baulk all his poſſibilities of a Crown, 
and adventure his Fathers higheſt d:þleaſnre, and his 
own life too tolecure his, who ſtood: between him, 
and his ſucceſſion. And indeed, Loyalty hath ever 
accounted it the next honour to Martyrdom, to ſacri- 
fice its deareſt Intereſts tor the fatety of legitimate 
Princes, Whence Chriſt argues (as trom a receiv- 
ed principle in Nature ) That if his Kinedome hat 
been of this world, then would his ſervants eh, 
and adventure their deareſt blouds for his preſerva- 


tion, Fohn 18. 36. Sodid Abiſhai interpoſe in that 
rom bi danger which David was expoſed to, 


from 1/hbi-bengb one of the ſonnes of the Gyants, who 
| made 
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made full account to have killed David,z Sam, 21.16, 


| — 


And in the ſame Chapter, you have a lift of th:tyof 
Davias Worthies, 'who are recorded for nothing elſe, 


but their loyal walear in defence of their Sovereren, 


And how prodigal in the battel (preceding my Texr) 


between him and Abſalom, are the whole body of his 
Army of their own blouds, that they may preſerve 


the lidht of Iſrael trom being extinguiſhed : and they 
give a reaſon for it, for (lay they ) thou art worth 
tex thouſand of us, Chap. 18, 3.»which leads me, 


2. To the conſideration of the arphfications of 2. The parti» 


Mephiboſheths joy and thanktulneis, whereof the f/f 
is the Dignity of the perſon, whom Mephibeſheth thus 
congratulates, | 

1, The King.) A name (certainly) of more ho- 
nour in the Scripture , than our late Times would 
afford it, Inſomuch that we hardly finde Sovereign 
Au: hority any where expreſſed under any other ſpect- 
fical Title in the Bible, To be lure (it Scriptures 
may judge this controverſte } ProtedFors and Keepers 
of the Liberties , will hardly pafle among Chriſtian 
names of Supream Governours, It ſeems that State- 
herefie that makes no other account of K#xes, than 
of ſo many Liens and beaſts of prey, born to be taken 


. and deſtroyed tor uſurping the Sovereign Authority of 


the People ( as our Times have learned to cant it )and 
znfringing of the free-born fellow-creatures natural 
Liberty, was not received amongſt thoſe inſpired pen- 
men of the Holy Ghoſt, and therefore deſerves to be 
reckoned among the Apocryphal revelations of another 


ſpirit, I am {ure, that tlie firff Governowr whom 


God ſet oyer his own People was a King, Moſes was 
King in Feſurun, Deut, 33-5. and afterwards when 
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'I.Tie King, 


"' the 


Chap. 17.6. 
288.8, 21.25. 
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the: Government was dwindled into Fudges, (during 
all which time they had many wotull expcriences of 
the miſchiefs of: fuch precarious,uncertain,  and' tem- 
porary Governours) God reſettles the Common- 
wealth in a ſuccefive Rojalzy, And it is mentioned 
as a great judgement upon that Nation, and' in-let of 
many miichiefs into ir, more than once in that 
Book of Fudges, that there was. ze King 1n 
Iſrael. | * 

And no wonder, «hat that Goyernment hath ſo 
much countenance from God amongit men z ſeeing it 
bears ſo great a conformity to that which he himſelf 
exerciſeth over all.the world, the affairs whereof he 
manageth ina Kingly way, Plal. 47. 6,7. And the 
moſt zoble Society, and body Politick in all the world, 
( which conſiſts of the moſt {elect parts ) I mean the 


_ Ehuarch, hehath ſettled in the ſame way under Feſwe 
Chriſt, as King of Saints, APOC.15, 3. and ( for 


the more effectual adminiſtration of that Authority) 
bath given him alſo the Monarchy of all the world, 
and made him King of Kings, and Lord of "Lords, 
Apoc,17. 14, 

In a word, let ns ask the general opinion of 1m14n- 
kind, and we ſhall find , that Kingſhip will carry it 
from all Governments by a m4joy vote : it being farre 


libertas gratior more eligible (in common reaſon) to ſerve one ma- 


extat. 


NQuam ſub Rege 


pio,— 


ſter, than mary. And therefore it is no wonder, if 


after the ſad experience of the many miſchiefs of 0/:- 

garchy in theſe Nations, the genius of this people in- 

clines them to receive a Kg with no leffe joy than 

Mephiboſheth did, whoſe fir# amplification of joy and 
ratitude for the mercy in the Text is, that the Per- 
n reſtored was the Ke. 


- 2, But 
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deſerves or obtains the congratulations of Zoyall (if 
diſcerning) Subjeds, And theretore Mephibeſheth 
amplifies his joytull congratulation,- by a ſecond em- 
phacical titte [' 2»y Lord ] which imports not onely 
Sovereignty of Authority , but unqueftionableneſſe of 
Title to that Authority. And truly,the word { King] 
ſounds odly without ( Lord ] and {| Lord } as 1ll, 
without {| my ] beforeit. Hethatisa K7xe, if he 
be nota Lord too, inveſted with a Sovereign Power, 
as well as a Sovereign Title, will be but ( as he ſaid 
of Pompey) —Magni nomints wnbra, the ſhadow of 
« King without the ſubſtance. [| King] without 
[ Lord ] ſounds too /ow and flat, tocommand-honow 
and ſnubjectiow ; and | Lord] withont-[ wy] ſounds 
to0 forraign , and irrelative to challenge love and 
cheerfalneſſe in ſubjeftion, A Power of Law is no 
lefle than every rational Subje/F will allow to him 
with. whom he depoſiteth the Truſt of his life and. 
eſtate, ſeeing without it that 7ruſt were vain, as wants 
ing a neceflary requiſite to the rendring- it effe&tyal-: 
and a power above Law, no ju# Prince layes claim 
£0. Yea, the very nature of Loyalty and Allegiance, 
as well as the words themſelves, declare the limits:of 
the Sovereigns power, as- well as the peoples obes 
dience, Let no man theretore part [Rex ] and 
[ Dominus] Kingand Lord, which God and Lawhave 
Joyned together : For he that is not Lord , will not 
long be King, And let them that either K;wg or Lord 
# over a people, take heed how they part {-9] 
from either, For he that Zords it higheſt, is very 
unſecure, bothas tohisIpzoples lowezand his ome ſafe- 


unjuſt. 


2. Butit is nota King of every ſort and ſize thar 


2. My Lord. 
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juſt exattor of my obedience, though he may over- 
power my _ and command my eftate, ſhall never 
conquer and ſubje& my heart - T thall obey himz,whiles 
the rod is over, my back, becauſe I love my ſelf, and 
ſhall be loath tohazard by a peeviſh pertinacy what 1 
may ſecure by an unſignificant compliance : but I muſt 
not be thought to be fo tarre enamoured on my chatns 
and fetters, as to be contented to wear them apy long- 
er than tillT can knock them off 5 or to think any obe- 
dience any longer de to an Hſurper,than till I can with 
ſafety deny it. - 
But a lawfall Prince, as he hath a right to command, 
ſo ( whiles.he commands nothing, which is counter- 
' manded by God) forfeits none of his commands, 
for want of a will to obey, A rightfull Sovereign 
ſets up a Throne in every heart,where he rules by love, 
and commands obedience by its influence, Eiſpecial- 
ly where the Title of a Sovereign is founded on a 
lineal deſcent z andthe perſon inveſted with royalty 
is not Rex fadtws, but Rex natus, not beholden to 
humane Creation , but hereditary ſucceſſion - for to 
ſuch an one Alegiance is founded in Nature,and flows 
forth by a kind of 1»ff/n towards a native Prince, 
as dutifulneſſe and reverence do towards natural Pa- 
rents ; and common reaſon tells us it is due to the 
Pater Patriz, as well as Pater-familias, the Father of - 
the Countrey as well as of the fawily ; whois my Lord 
and thine ( whoever thou att that art born within his 
Dominions Y and entituled to the love and obedience 
of us all (ina fort) as God himſelf is to the Syowve- 
retgnty of the Creatnres upon the account of their ve- 
ry being, which they rece;zve under his #»fluexce, and 
exjoy under his ProteFion. Ina word, a King who 
Lords-it, 
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Lords it, by fucha Title, is certainly the moſt wel- 
come of any, to a Loyal Subject ; ſeeing David (who 
had.not that advantage-) was (upon his royal. relati- 
on, though founded upon another bottome ) ſo wel- 
come to Mephiboſheth : eſpecially when returned from 
ſuch an exilement ; which is the third amplifica- 
ton. 

- But before I enter upon that, I muſt crave your 
leave to ſchool = interrupter, who. (me thinks) 
accoſts Mephiboſheth thus, O man. why doefft thou 
worſhip thy fellow-creature ? Thon ſhouldſt not [ay 
[my Lord the King, ]. but (thou, O man, whoms they 
call King. ] To whom, T make no queſtion, but (if 
ſuch Phanaticks had at that time had-a being) Mephi- 
bofheth would have anſwered after fome ſuch manner, 
But [thou, O man, whom they call Quaker, doft 
thou not know that Titles of honour to Gods deputies are 
derived by God together with the dignity unto which 
they belong ? Doth he call them gods, becauſe they are 
deputed' inhis place to repreſent himſelf, axd doſt thou 
wot then put an affront upon God, whiles thou rankest 
his wicegerents with other men f Go, ſawcy Clown, 
and learn, that Religion # no enemy to good man- 
ners : if it were , God himſelf would not have ena- 
Fed a ſpecial Law to enjoyn that honor to our (upert- 
ours, which thoſe Teftimonies are neceſſary to expreſſe, 
Mean-while, aſſociate thy ſelf with thy fellow- creatures, 
(if at leaft thou canſt find any 4s woid of civility as 
thy ſelf to aſſociate withall) and leave Kings ( and 
Sabjedts too of a better temper) to teftific their mutual 
reſpedts and ſatisfattions in ſuch a way', wherein the 
fullneſs of the heart moit naturally witereth it ſelf. And 


know, that althoweh Kings be equally related to God(as 
| Mr crea- 


Object. 


Sol. 
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3.6 come again 


ver(;20,41,&c. 


creatures) with others, yet they are not Puakers fel- 
lows ;, at leaft,, till it better appear, that as Ged made 
other men, and Kings alike, þ he made Kings and them 
to be Hail fellow, well met. 
 Andnow ( having vindicated Mephiboſherhs court- 
frep ) Tam atleiſure turther to conlider his Congra- 
zulation, inthe third Amplification of it, the Kings 
Reſtitution. For ſoit follows, My Lord the Kyng 
3. Is come again, | 
A good King 1s welcome to his Subjects at af times: 
but dowbly welcome after an ancomfortable abſence, 
Certainly, Mephiboſheths joy ſets a like Emphafis up- 
on rediit, as upon Rex. And, indeed, how could 
he do otherwiſe 2 For what comfort is it to this He- 
miſphere, that there is a Sunne inthe firmament ( ex- 
cept that partial comfort, which the hopes of his re- 
turn feed us withall ) whiles he is abſent from it, and 
beſtows his light only in anther £ And ( becauſe we 


look upon that creature, as [o comfortable) how wea» 


riſome is a Winters night which detains him, but a 
little longer than ordinary,from our eyes ! But ſhould 
that befall us, which they ſay is uſual with the remo- 
teſt Northern and Southern climates, that we ſhould 
want the Sunne for half an year together 5 how think 
you, would fo long an abſence ingratiate his returning 
bears unto us ! What croding wonld there be at his 
returne, to ſalute his firſt riſing © And what a 
kind of ambitious conteſt would it occaſion ( as with 
the Perſian Lords in the Story) who ſhould diſcover 
him firſt ? 1n alike pride and eazety of affetion, do - 
ve find Davids loyal Subjects (in this Chaprer ) am- 
bitiouſly contending, which of them ſhall outrun the 
other, to help forward his defired retum. $0 _ 


PI 
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God ſometimes uſe to whet our appetites by faſftine, 
to thole diſhes, which (whiles they are our daily 
food ) flat and blezt the ſharpneſs of our fomacks into 
a kind of anorexy or inappetency. 

Hence allo we may learn, what a vaſt difference 
thereis between a juſt Prence, and an nfſurping Tyrant; 
that when the oze abſentrs himfelt, or is otherwiſe fe- 
parated from a people, they carſe him with a good 
wilh of fair weather after him ( as we ſay) as one 
whoſe room is mare acceptable than his company, But 
in the detention of the ether, eſpecially for any unu- 
ſual quantity of time, how do the c/oxds that 3 upon 
every countenance, and the dews that fall from every 
eye declare, how welcome the royal Sunne would be 
to diſpel the one, and dyy up the other ! Yea how doth 
the nimbleneſſe of their loyal affetrons (that think 
every minute an age, till they enjoy their beloved ob- 
ject ) chidejthe . lown:ſs of Times motion , becauſe 
he makes no more haſte to make them happy. 


Phoſphoxe redde diem ;, quid gandianoſtra moraris ? 
Ceſare wenturo, Phoſphore redde diem. 


Thus doth Mephiboſbeth, from whoſe heart his Sq- 
vereigns baniſhment had baniſhed all joy (for the ha- 
ly Ghoſt tells us, he had neither dreſſed his feet, nar 
trimmed his beard, nor waſhed his cloaths from the day 
that the King departed ) eccho out this rediit with un- 
ſpeakable affection, My Lord the King is come again: 
and (which further rayiſherth him) a4 domum [uam; 
(the fourth amplification, ) = 

&. To hs own houſe. Which clauſe certainly (asit 
neceſfarily inferres a proprzety, which David had in 
his ro9al Palace, betore his excluſions much contra- 
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ry to the Dodtrine' of our Antimonarchical times, 
which gave new names ( {carce Chriſtian,T doubt) to 
all places and things that called the X7»g,Mafſter: [his 
Houſes ,were the Commonwealth; houſes;and his Lands, 
the Commonwealths Lands ; his Wooas and Forreſts, 
Parks and Chaſes, the Commonwealths forſooth] and 
(as for Houſes) had Davids Subjects been fo skilfull 
in deſtroying, as ſome others have, and had as much 
time to doit, he had hardly had an houte left in be- 
ng, and Mephibgſheth might have adced one particu- 
lar more to his gratulation; That the King had an houſe 
of his own,ſtanding, to return unto ; I lay as this clauſe 
[his own houſe) eſtabliſherh the Propriety of Kings 
in their royal Poſſeſions: ſoit.) denotes the full and 
entire reflitution of David, not only to his Kingdom, 
but to his home ; together with the ſecurity of his 
preſent condition, which he was now reſtored unto. 
Mens own houles,in time of dangers,are places where 
they play le aft inſight, as being moſt likely to expoſe 
them to every obvious ſearcher. 
A comfortable change (cettainly) to David, who 
2 little while fince had almoſt quite baniſhed the hopes 
of ever ſeeing home again, as he declares to Zadok, 
Chap.15,23,24. And therefore by how much he had 
- longedin his ablence (though no queſtion he was all 
that while a moſt welcome gueſt to his Subjects hou- 
ſes, where his occaſions caſt him) after the enjoy- 
ment of this home : by ſo much muſt his joy be im- - 
proved at his firſt ſtep over that defired Threſhold, 
And no leſs comfortable was the conſequent of ir 
to his SubjeiZs, who now knew where ts have him, 
whom before (becauſe he was ſometimes here,and 
ſometimes there, as the exigency of his deplored af- 
_ fairs 
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fairs required,) they could not te!] how to repair un- 
co, eitherto crave hi juſtice, or expreſs their duty, 
So that undoubtedly Mephiboſheth was but one of thoſe 
thouſands of loyall Subje&ts, who {in his abſence) 
'£ad looked wiſhtly towarcs the royall Palace, as degra- 
ced into a condition below the meannels of a plebeian 
cottage, by reaſon of the vacancy of its Royall Maſter 
and Inhabitant : and now.rejoyced to ſee the doores 
fly open to receive him in again. Eſpecially conſi- 
dering the manrer of his reſtitution, the /aſt particy- 
lar of this joytull congratulation of Mephzboſheth z 
It was | 
5. 1z Pace , (the moſt emphatical) word of all the 
reſt) My Lord the King s come again to his own houſe 
[28 Peace. | 
The Hebrew word which we render peace 4s [| Sha- 
lom) which being a word of a large <xtent, (and 
therefore uſed in falatations as the compendium or a- 
bridgment of all good wiſhes) may be interpreted ta 
this place.in a threefold latitude, 
1, Inpeace, thatisin the glory, ſtate, and magni- 
ficeace which is moſt agreeable to Peace, In warre 
all things are cloathed with a diſmall negleedneſs z 
mens very garbs, and habits, and poſtures are com- 
poſed to the dolefulneſs of lo uncomfortable a conditi- 
0, But Pexcediſplayes all the riches, pomp, gallan- 
try, and magnificence ofa Nation, fo that David re- 
turning in peace, is attended to Feruſalens with iuch 
por:p, and glory, as declared how glad his Subjects 
| were in their hearts, by the gayneſs. of their habits, 
And indeed {however in a Theological copftderation, 


ſuch exuberancies 'of gallantry as the State; of fuch | 


royal proceſfions doth call for, -, but a vain and emp-- 
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ty thing, wan gan, (as the Pompous entrance of 
Aerippa, and Bervice is called, Ad.25, 23, a great 
phantafie: and Princes in all their magnificence, are 
never the more accepted of God, or ſpirittually hap- 

y) yer are not ſuch conſiderations as thele, ſufficiey* 
ro inferre the baniſhment of them, trom the political 
ſe, which (upon extraordinary occaſtons elpecially) 
all Princes make of them. For, beſides that the 
credit of Princes is hereby much advanced among for- 
reigners : it is but meet that ſuch an equipage ſhould 
fomerimes be made ule of, to guard the perſons of 
Princes from the bold approaches of snſeriours, who 
might otherwiie miſtake their Soverazgas for their 
Compaiionss Thus the Sunnc weares his beames not 
only to warmgenlightes, and impregnate the earth, but 
alſo to gxsd his own g/orious body from the too ſawcy 
approaches of every inquifitive beholder. | 

2. In Peace, that is1n perſonal ſafety, which no 

queſtion, had been much 1n_danger during that ſtate 
of warre and confuſion, wherein he tad lately been; 
His Army indeed, had taken care to keep him our 
of the danger of ſwords and arrows in the battell, 
when by a triendly and loyal violence they ſhat him 
up in a garriſon, chap. 18. 3, 4. But yet, info 
orand a rebellion, and general difaffettion of his ſe- 


_ duced people, what walls could ſecure him from the 


poyſoners druge, or the Aſſaſſinates dagger , which 
without doubt, were in readineſle to do execution 
any where, as opportunity ſhould court them there- 
unto, It was David's life which was the only ob- 
Rrucion to Abſaloms ambition., and therefore we 
cannot ſuppoſe any way was left unattempted to take 
away that © And yer, ſo Divine Providence _ 
E 
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ed over David, that not an haire of his head is touch + , 
ed, by any il|-meaning hand, and he returnes fate 


both 1n lite and limb, and in this re{pe& alſo, 1» 
eace, 

3. ( Andlaflly,) 1 Peace, that is iz quietneſſe and 
without obſtruction or diſiurbance. Many weapons 
were lifted up againſt him to drive him away, and ma- 
#5 a curſe ( belides Shime?'s) ſent after him, as he 
ta by diſloyal conipirators. But nowevery [word 
is ſheathed, and every month 1s ſtepped, except thoſe 
that either ſhowt for joy or ſue for pardov. The way 
to his Royal Palace was now crowded with peaceable, 
and cheerfull ſpectators, and not with tumultuous, and 
{editions rioters, as when they forced him to fly for 
his life, and leave both Gods habitation, and lus own 
to their mercy : and nothing ebſtratts him in his pal- 
ſage but the.confluence of a loyal crowd who flock- 
ed about him to feaſt their eyes with ſo welcome a 
ſpefacle. And upon this account allo, was it 90 
{mall joy co Mephibeſheth that David was returned in 
Peace, Hence Obſerve, | | 

A peaceable Reſtitution of au exiled Soweraign, & 
a mercy of the largeſt d; tenſions both to himſelf, aud 
his Subjetts. 

And being ſo, no queſtion but it cals for all poſi- 


. ble demonitrations, of -reall and affectionate joy and 


gratitude, which'brings me ( at /aff though you may 
think ſomewhat log firff, if you conſult the Hour- 
glaſs which (yet) 1 would hope, at ſuch a tune 
as this, no good ſubject will do, ſeeing your patience 
on this day is 2 piece of loyalty to your Soveral 


DVELaign } 
ro the third part of my Text Mepbiboſteth's reall de- *4t 111. 


mouſtration of the ſincerity, and heartinefle of his 
| JOY, 
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joy, in theſe words, Tea, let him take all, foraſ- 
much, ' 5 

Wherel cannot but takenotice of an Emphaſis al- 
{o in every word. 

I, [Tea,] as it imports a contented conſent to the 
hard ( for that is the ſofreſ# epithete I can give it) 
ſentence of David, pronounced againſt him in the 
preceding verſe : together with the m7//4zeſſe of his 
ſpirit and compoſedneſſe of his paſſions, notwithſtand- 
ing the harſhneſſe of the manner wherein David paſſed 
that ſentence, hath an Zmphaſisinit. And 

(1. ) The former import of the word, lends us this 
ſeafonable note ; | 

That the' moſt contented loſer by his Soveraigns Re- 
Pitution, ts the moſt reall and loyal rejoycer init. It 
was not {o much for Z:ba that got a fair eſtate by Da- 
vid's reſtitution to rejoyce, as it was for Mephiboſheth 
who loſtit. Poſſibly Ziba's joy was more frelick 
becauſehe was tranſported with his gaires - but Me- 
phiboſheth's was more hearty becauſe it was not abated 
by his loſſes. Ziba's joy was terminated in him- 
ſelf, though pretended for the King; and Mephibo- 
ſheth's inthe King with the neglect of himſelf. We 
uſe to indulge loſers ſome eruptions of paſſion, ( as 
our common Proverb tels us,”) they muſt have leave 
to-ſpeak ; becauſe natural ſelf-love will hardly digeſt 
a conſiderable dammage without ſome evidence that 
ithath a ſenſe of what hurts it : and (by conſequence) 
it muſt needs be a 7ranſport beyond the ordinary 
ſtandard of zature, which in lofſes ſo calmes all ex- 
orbitancies of paſſion, - as if they did not concern a 


'  manatall, and makes him reoyce as trulygas if he had 


no cauſe at all to grieve, And ſuch was this of Me- 
phiboſheth, 


WY "L 


for the Royal Exiles Reflanration. 
phiboſheth, wherein his loyal heart forgets that his 
eſtate or intereſts were concerned in the judgzmen!, ior 
Joy that he once more beheld in ſatety his Soverazen 
that eaveit, Alas ! how many meas loyalty, ( who 
upon ſuch a pravidence as this, are even traniported 
into a degree of that /ayehter, which, Solomon ſaith, i 
mad:and mirth,which derh it cannot tell what Eccl.2.2.) 
might juſtly fall under ſ»ſpic407, upon this conſide- 
ration, that either the expeiZation of ereatneſſe, or 
hopes of reparation and revenge, layes on the fewel 
that makes ſuch a b/aze ? Whereas indeed, there is 
more true and noble fire of loyal joy kindled in the 


- breaſts of thouſands, ( though it make not ſuch a 


crackling noiſe,) who are ( with Mephiboſherh) not 
only contented to receive n8 advantage trom the pro- 
vidence, bur alſo to fit down conſiderable loſers; and 
ſome ( which God pur into the heart of his graciows 
Majefty to conſider) by ſuddain ejections and re- 
vengefull proſecutions expoſed#o #'ter ruine, who have 
done as confiderable ſervice as any whoſoever , /to» 
wards the ſerting oh in the poFure wherein now 
they are, and now rejoyce in them as much. A: 

(2.) The ſecondimport of this word Tea, preſents 
us with this Obſervation. 

That even injuries and wrongs from lamfull Sove- 


raigns, are by private Subjects to be ſwallowed, with 


«calm and ſedate canflitution of ſpirit. 

David {rr rg both in the 
manner of his ſpeech, [ Why ſpeakeſ# thou any more 
of thy matters ? I have ſaid (qd.) 7 hy doom is 
this, which 1am reſolved toftand 10, and therefore 
trouble me no more about it. ] Thus (even amongſt 


in high place, is Solozrew's ſpeech too 
—_ E frequently 
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frequently verified, that whiles the poor uſeth intrea- | 
ties, therich anſwereth roughly, Prov, 18,23, And 

alſo in the matter of it, Thou and Z:ba divide the 
lands, One would have thought that Mephiboſherh, 
had reaſon enough to reply, Nay, my liege Soueraign, 
that is hard meaſure. It upox better information of 
my innocence your Majeſty be ſo farre ſatisfied; as to 
revoke your former Fudgment in part, why not altoge- 
ther? If Ziba upon convittion of ſycophancy , and 
falſe accuſation be worthy to loſe halt of his unjuſtly ac- 
quired eſtate, he is not worthy to enjoy any z ſeeing the 
one half is equally the price of that ſycophancy as the 
other. And if Mephiboſheth ( now cleared in his 
royal Soveraienes own conſcience ) be worthy to be 
reftored to one half of his eftate,why not to all ? Though 
the injury be leſſe to me, yet the injuſtice in 21 ſelf i no 
leſſe to the King to deprive an innocent. perſon of the 
half, then of the whole, But Mephiboſheth waves all 
ſuch pleas, and mildly an{wers, Tea, let hims rake 
all, 8c. No alfion, no nor juſt expoſtulation, no 
uncecent or diſcontented-carriaze towards his Prince, 
is here; but a quiet and contented ſwallowing of the 
injury : whether, becauſe he ſaw h# Soveraign in tome 
more than ordinary rranſport of heat, and therefore 
judged it not ſeaſonable to caſt any wore 9y/ into the 
fire: or (which is moſt likely ) becauſe he was fo 
tull of /oyaljoy for his refFauration that he minded his - 
own Intereſt leaſt, I will not poſitively determine, 
This is certain that &vorys fiuame , ſilken words become 
the SubjefF,yhen the Soverargn ipeaks iron and Heel. 
For by long bearing ( ſaith Solowen ) a Prince is beft 
perſwaded, and a ſoft anſwer breaketh the bones, Prov, 
25-15. . And the carriage and deportment mutt be 
| an{werable, - 
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anſwerable, If the ſpirit of the Ruler ( faith the 
{ame Solomon ) riſe up againſt thee teave not thy place, 
(1, e. fling not out of the preſencein paſſion and diſ- 


content) tor yetlding pacificth great offences, Ecclel. 


10,4. | 

_ 2, A ſecond Emphaſis isin the word Him, yea, let 
[ Him. ] And whois it to whom Mephiboſherh is fo 
generous? Who, indeed, but Ziba his treacheroms 
ſervant, who had wrongtully accuſed him of ſtaying 
behind at Feraſalem, upon a traiterous Delign of U- 
ſ\urping the Crows ; and ſo attempted todeprive him 
at once of his effate, and his /;fe ? And one who-had 
prevailed in the oze already, and it was not for want 
of malice in him, that he had nor alſo prevailed in the 
other. . 

Who would not have thought rather, that Mephi- 
boſheth ſhould have ſaid ? Though the ol e of my eftate 
doth not trouble me, ſo long as my eyes bebold the King 
returned in ſafety, yet that Ziba ( of all men ) ſhould 
enjoy it, this goes near me. That (ſuch a treacherous 
willaine ſhould not only eſcape the gallows ( which he 
deſerves ) but wear thoſe feathers which he hath pluck- 
ed from me without any reſlitution, or reparation made 
for the wrong hs hath done me, this ts hard. If my 
Lord the King will take the Lands himſelf, or below 
them upon any other of his ſervants, content : but let 
any manrather enjoythem, than Tiba, But we hear 
not a word of this neither from Mephiboſherh , but 
the quite contrary. Yea, rather, ( ſaith he) Jet ( e- 
ven) Ziba take them, ſecing my Lord the King ts 
come back againto his own houſe in peace. | 

How doth a true zeal to pablick good arown all thoughts 
of private revenge! Let men pretend to never fo 
E 2 .much 


_ 2, Him, 
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much loyal joy and gratitude upon luch :n occafion'as 


the Text ani the Trme preſents us withall, yer where 
they diicover an exaſperated and revengefull ſpirit , 
:znd rzke all advantages to proſecute 1t; they muſt 
give me leave to tell them, thitT coubt they are no 
AMephiboſneths, but fonnes of Zerviah rather, with 
nhom ( 1 hope) our David will have little todo, 1 
tear me, ſuch mens joyes will make their Soweraien 
miurn ; viho fetch firefrom Hell to kindle their boxe- 
fires, and fewelthem with the ſ>oyles of ( to ſpeak at 
the milceſt rate) no worte Subjects , than rhem- 
ſclves, 

Once more, ( for tii.s rare example cannot with- 
out wronz to it felt, and you, be fl:ghtly paſſed o- 
ver) Ovtetve hence, 

That the Reconciliation of a Soveraign and his Sub- 
jecTs, ſhould (if their ſpirits be rightly tempered ) work 


a throueh reconciliation between the ſubjetts them- 


ſ-lves, We uleto male marriaze feaſts the occafl » 
ons. and ſealons of reconciling the Ciffterences be- 
tween thoſe of the Einnred who are joyntly concerned 
16 the joy of tuch a Providence, Davics return in 
Peace, was the marriage of himielt , and his Sub- 
jets, renewed atter an wakind Divorce, And God- 
forbid (faith David himfelt ) that ſo goud 4 day as 
this, ſhould be ſkained with revenge though upon a Shi- 
mer, the wo:ſt of Traitours. And, (in imitation 
of him ) nay then, (ſaith good Mephiboſheth ) ler 
(even ) Zibe and me, ſhake hands, thebeſt of Ma- 
Hers with the worſt of Servants, though I ſit down 
with the liſſe,and he with the gain of a tair eſtate, And 
indeed, as we account it a good Argument in Divi- 
ri;y to interre our love , and ( conſequently) our 
reconcile- 


— > ——_ ” ena, > 


for the Royal Exiles Reſtauration. 
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recercilement to our Prethren, heczuſe our common 


Fath:r, (Goz ) through his Sonne 7 eſs Chri#t, leves 
and is reconciled to us all: fo ou2ht It 1; KEWI:e TO be 
2 boys Political Argument to COncluc .e the mectneſle 

4 fitnefſe of full and entire reconci! ition and friend» 
ſh p arnong the members of th: boay Pell tick, from rhe 
re-union of the Royal Head to them all, The marri- 
age of the Parents, the Prince 2nd Commonneaith, 
ſhould make the ctularen of both vcprers, ( viiether 
Royal, or Parliamentary breed, ) to ive Gant liveas 
friends together, 

3. Next C him ] comes the wo c [ Take into 
con{iceration,, with the zap Gs winch 1 CuITIES, 
Which word tarther exemplihes Meplibeſhths eer- 
fail and CONLENTEG conc lcenſi »n tor pe: hard Condi- 
tions. Tis no t 74p 1a, et him 2et 7t 44 he cans vilien 
I ca nnot help! r. In il} defift zng reſt contented Bur 
US accipiat, (tor to ths word moſt trequent. y figm- 


1iC 
. - TS a7 ' S- A 
fies) in the milder tenſe ; 3nd we rence 1t let him © 


tcke, 9.9. heſhill not have it, only by my Zerd t/ 


Kings ſemence nc be put in ef efron | Cy 1: Officers t ts , 


ef Fuſtice : but alio by wy Yon. CON, G7 iULrERGET 


it my Zord will have itio. I! rn? a Turf wy icl*, 
and ſeize him of the Lancs in peri, | 
How free and * olantary is loyal 1foFion 122 all ihz 


expreſſions of it! He that witl do no mure tor his 
Soveraign than is forced from 1ims Ut puts Its 
Prince upon [ raptat } !'t him catch what he cap, We 
ſtead of Mephiboſheths {| acciprat I let himrective, 
what I can beftew upon him, when juſt 0-CaICN rE- 
quires; 1s not to much 2 Sub; :i to is Prince, as t9 
his Purſe, May our $9vera57n never have cauſe to 


make triall of his Subjects affections by voluntary 
E 3 bounty ? 


3. Take. 
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bounty : or 1t he liave, may he meet with ſo much of 
7t in the 99ſt free and ingennous expreſcions, as that 
his exigencies may never tempt him to thole extraor- 
dinaries wiich may render him obnoxious to popular 
dilzfteftions. 

| 4. We have not yet done with the exphaticalneſſe 
of Mephiboſheths grant, For although we have had 
divers already under conſideration, yet [AMT is to 
come, which indeed compriſeth more than all the 
reſt. He ſaith not only, Let hins take half ( as my 
Lord the King hath judged) but | A. ] Sq 
lictle did it trouble him to be half undone by the 
Kings Reſtitution , thzt he leems to be diſpleaſed 
with what was left him, becaule it rendred the 
reality of his loyal Joy, lefle conſpicuous and de- 
monſtrative, 

How exceſcive liberal & Loyalty , when it « ſþ1- 
rited by Love? A beloved Prince can never want, 
whiles a Loyal SubjetF hath what to gzve. He that 
was ſo liberal even to Zibas upon Davids account y 
What do we think he would have done for David 
himſelf ? 1 confeſle, I cannot fee, how the expreſſi- 
on could have admitted an enlargement, had the caſe 
been Davids, as now it was Ziba's; except he had 
added old Facobs congratulation to his ſonne Foſeph, 
Now let me die, ſince 1 have ſeen thy face , becawſe 
thou art yet alive, And doubtlefle Mephiboſhethhad 
love enough to his Sovereign to have parted not only 
with hs Eſtate to him, but bis life for him, it need 
required, Ican hardly ( you ſee) get free of this 
word, Tam ſo taken with it, O bravely ſaid, noble 
Mephiboſheth ! what ſpecial mark of obſervation, 
doth this paſſage of thy Hiſtory deſerve, where ever 

it 
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it ſhall beread tothe worldsend 2 When Arannahbe- 
ſtowed a fare leſle gitt upon King David, a while 
after, Chap. 24, How noble a character doth the ſa- 
cred Hiſtorian put upon his generous Loyalty £ [ AU 
theſe things did Araunah as a King, give unto the 
King, ] veil. 23. and yet it isnot {aid, that what he 
cave was half, much lefle 47 thc he had, Iwill 
not taxe the ſacred prnman with 1::jury to Mephibo- 
ſheth, in that heſlips over this Story ſo filently, 1 
rather think the reaton of the difterence is, becauſe 
in this, Araunah was motenotable, for being a Fe- 
buſi:e ( as the Scripture tels us) ans there;ore one of 
the race of the old Cayammites,whio 1:0: out with molt 
pertinacy againſt 7ſrae/, even tiil Davies time, who 
conquered the Fort of Zron, the.r laſt retreat: and 
it was out of love to God, as well as the King ; ſee- 
ing it was in order to his worſhip, being a girot that 
very ground, on which (as 1t 1s thought) Gods 
Temple atterwarcs ſtood, and the Arke was at pres 
ſent to be fetled. Now ſuch 4 gitt trom a Febu- 
ſite, one ,originaliy} of a Nation and Religion moſt 
adverle to David, deierved a finger to point it out in 
the Hiſtory. | 

_ . But however, Mep-2beſh:th will not want tnat ho- 
nour in all x0zle and ingenuous hearts, which Aran- 
#ah ( for what rea{on the Iadicer knows beſt ) hach 
in the moſt noble of Hiſtories, Let Arannah take the 


— - —_— > — _ — —— 


Chap. 24.16. 


honour of being 2s generous as 4 Kirg : and Mephi- 


boſh:th ſhall have the reputation ot being 4s free as 
an Emperour ; and thall, to the worlds end, upbraid 
the ſordidnels of thoſe who in ſtead 0: paiting with 


what z their own for their Sovereign, thnx much of - 


reſtoring him what i his. 


J, Laſtly, | 
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$. Forajtnucn. 


xi Tim.3 8. 


5. Laſtly, The word foras{much, muſt not loſe its 
conſideration, ſeeing upon it depends the confidera- 
tion witereupon 2ephibeſheths noble generoſity is bot- 
tomed, vis, the reſtitution of his royal Sovereign in 
peace, which 

1, Firſt, Gives us a ſatisfactory account of Mephi- 
boſheths Act, in point of Conſcience, in which re- 
{vect it may juſtly give occaſion of this Queſtion, 

Fhether Mephiootheth (had David taken him at his 
word ) had cone well in ſuch a frolick of joyfull erati- 
tude, to give away all he had to the miter undoing of him- 


ſelf, and his family ? 


Whereuato (witnout expoſing Mephiboſheth to the 
ſuipicion of a 22er complement or inſignificant piece of 
Coaxrtſhip) the anſwer 1s eaſe, 

1, That the words import a compariſon, if not a 
competition , between the mercy of a publick [ettle- 
ment, ani the f-fety of a private effate, And upon 
this account, 1t was ſimply better, Mephiboſhbeth, and 
miny Mephiboſheths private eſtates ſhould have been 
ruined, than a Natton be expoſed to the miſchiets of 
acivil warre, and a lawfull Sovereign be excluded 
from his juft »ights, | 

There owght to be no conſideration higher to a good 
Patriot, than the publick welfare, This indeed 1s a 
conſideration, which ought to ſilence all the claimes 
which the mo## natural relations may make to our af- 
feftions and proviſiens. Infomuch, that as he who at 
otiier times doth not make proviſion for his ewn fa- 
mily, is (bythe Apoſtles judgement) worſe than an 
Infidel: io he that to purchaſe a publick [ettlement, 
doth not (comparatively ) negle&, and hazard all 
his deareſt intcreſts, is ſo much worſe, than worſe thar 

an 
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an Infidel, that he deterveriinot to be accounted a rea- 
ſonable creature : {eeing man iS Gor maini'r, 4 Crea- 
tnre appointed for ſeciz'y, and there is nothing more 
wunſociable or unſun able tothe very elements of all ſo- 
cieties, than to ftufter a{ to be ruzned , whiles every 
particular perſon endeavours to ſave one, 

Secondly, The words alio carry with them an 7m- 

licite vindication of M-phiboſh:th from the {canda- 
ous aſperſion which Za had caſt upon his Loyalty, 
And, asa good name * eipecially where it renders a 
man capable of being a more eminent inſtrument of 
publick good ) is better than a mans etate , yea, 
than /fe it ſeif: ſoin ſome cales, a man had bercer 
ruine the exe, thaa torteit the oth;x, Sucha caſe was 
this of Mephibolberh, wao had no better way to vin- 
dicatz his gaod name from the odious impatation of 
ploiting againſt us Soverei2 ns Crown 1n his ablence g 
than to let him &now, th:t he was fo farre from con- 
ſpir:ng to r4:ſe himlelf by tis Sovereigns fall, that he 
was rather contente.i to fel as low as nothing, by his 
Sove:eoms ris 


And thus have I anatomiz:d my Text, word by Applicatios 


word, to .lilcover to you ( 10 tarre as words can m1- 
nitci} ;t) rhe tru? churctirot a Loyal heart, in the 
perion ot M-p569/b-'h My next task will be (up- 
on t:1;S ] ovf 4 occaſion) Oo ENGEAVOUT ro impreſs the 
ſame thr129's a901 ya, win (I am ture) have as 
much cauie ('nevery reipet ) as Mephibofheth, to 
entertain them. 

I have betore {( in our entrance upon the words } 
ſhewn you ho:v exatly par:Zel che Occaſion of our ſo- 
I:mn jy and tha#kſriving this day, is to that of Mes 
phiboſbeth in the Text. | 

| F | Wwe 
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We are met together at this time to commemorate 
the mercy of a Royal Exiles Reflauration, whoatter a 
long and tedious baniſhment, by many Abſaloms and 
Ahitophels, is atlaſt, by a providence, but oxe de- 
gree removed from a miracle ( it at leaſt, it may be 


. thought to be diſtant from it.at all ) re-poſſefled of 


I. Baniſhment. 


his Reyal Throne and Dignity, Let us (a little to 
augment our joy and thankfulneſs) look backwards 
into the ſtate of affairs, both with him, and among our 
ſelves before his reſtitution, that we may be the 
mote ſenſible of the {everal fteps of mercy vouchiated 
US in it, | 

And here ( not to fathom too deep to find out the 
bottom of that gulph of miſery whereinto we' were 
plunged, in thelate civil confuſions) let us beginne 
our review with the beginning of his Majeſties Reign, 
which commenced ( legally ) from that black day of 
his Royal Fathers barbarows butchery , a day, which (if 
ever any day deſerved the diſmall coom which Fob 
pronounced upon his birth-day ) may ſand tor it, 
and carry ir from any , that ever was in the world, 
ſincethe day of the cruc:fixion of the Lord of glory. 
Aiter the perpetrating of that moſt execrable mur- 
ther, tollows the moſt #njuit excluſion and baniſh- 
ment of his lawfull Heir and Sacceſſour, together with 


-all the Royal Family, and Royalty it (elt : the horrid 


contrivers and a@ors of tbat villany, being conſcious 
to themſelves, that they could never be ſecure from 
that vengeance that lay at their doors, if they admit- 
ted any of his Race tO a Capacity of calling them to a 
juſt account. : 

Beſides, that the defire they had to be fingering 
the Royall Revenue, told them, there was no way bu, 
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deflroying the Hel , that the Inheritance might be 
theirs, 

co hinder his re-enrry upon thefe his legal Kingdoms 

and Dominions ? Whiat new Treaſons made, to ſcare 

his loyal Subjects from contriving or acting any thing 
in order thereunto ? What Engagements and Oaths of 

abjuration have been hammered, and ſpread like 4 

ſnare upon Miſpah, either to entangle the conſciences 
ot his people by raking them, or ruine their Eſtates 

for refuſizg them ? What toſSing and tumbling the 

th:ee Kingdoms into Chimerical formes of Govern- 

ment, wholly to unfhix and untkinge them from the 

ſtanding Laws and Conttitutions z for fear leſt the 
remaining of any thing which they formerly had en- 
joyed, ſhould mind them of that Government under 

which they enjoyed its What 7olerating, yea encou- 

raging ot heret:c:il Teachers, to the affronting and 
perſecuting of Orthodoxy, onely upon this acconnt, 
becaute it maintained fo near a contederacy with Loz- 
alty ? What moulding and modelling of Armies , to 
2 Fifth- Monarchy temper wherein the members were 
t09 generally of the chara&er, which 7ſaiah gives a 
deſperate generation in another cale, 1/a, 8.21. Cyr- 
ſrg their King, and their God, and looking upward ? 
What dividing the Royal Inheritance amongſt them- 
ſelves, and their Confeerates, to engige them the 
more celperately to oppoſe the reſtztution of him, 
whoſe reſtitution would enJanger the wm ting up of 
thoſe ſweer morſ-'s 224in © Wit duly being his 
Royal Perfor, ant ralucing nts 8{ov4ttry and Religion, 
to derthrone him trom (the only Throne they had left 
him ; rhe _aff-(1975 of I's Loyal. $ ubjetts ? Laſtly, 
what courting and cajolling (ome forreign Nations into 
Þ 2 a com. 


. 


And indeed, what hath not been attempred 


Mar.12.7, 


Hol.s.I, 


OO OC 
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Pſal.105.13. 


2. And reſtiu- 
rion. 

Wherein (as 
in the Text) 


_ Circumſtances of amplification in my Text, which we 


' and wntainted in his Religion, And truly, this is 


a confederacy with them : and knocking and cyd- 

gelling others into a connwvance (at leaſt) if 
not compliance to their difloyal Adtions and De-, 
ſrens ? 

And in the mean time /Voble Pilgrime ! ) how 
was he tofled from poit to pillar (as we iay) and from 
one Nation :0 another, from one Kingdom to another 
people ? What ſtreights and difficulties was our Royal 
Exile expoled to in forretgn Territories, whiles bloo- 
dy Tyrants dominecredin his own £ What induſtri- 
ous endeavours were there uted to thut him out of all 
Proteſiant Dominions, and torce lim upon Popiſh 
Countries, that they might cither neceflitate him toa 
change of his Religion, or gain the more plauſible co- : 
lours, trom his dependances, to perſwade his People, ; 
that he had done ſo ? And what dangers attended his 
Royal Perſon from thoſe who were enemies to his Re- | 
lizion; and what hazarcs his Religion Wis expoicd to, | 
from thole who protected his Royal Perſon, it 15 not | 
hard to conjecture , whiles he was thus criven out 
from the Inheritance of the Lord, and his owns : 

And yet aſter all theſe d:fficuitics and dangers, we 
have lived to ſee that Gloriows Day, which ceiervesa 
place in the Kalendar, in letters of Gold to all Poſterj» 
ty ; wherein, a miraculous Providence hith reſtored | 
bim to his Dominions again,. #xtenched in lus Perſon, 


ſuch a gracious Revolution, as carries in 1t all thes 


will briefly review, the more to elevate your joy, 
and nflame the reckoning of that Praiſe and 
Thanktuineſle which is due to God for ſo gracious-a 
Provicence, | 


i. Tis 


—_— 


for the Royall Exiles Reſt auration, 


— —O — OS — 


1. Tis no {mall mercy to theſe Nations that we 
havea Xe reftqred: and (in him) the azcient Go- 
vernment, under which this Nation flouriſhed ſo ma- 
ny huncrecs of years. The ancient bounds, which our 
fore-fathers have ſet, and which ſome have laboured 
{o incuſtriouſly to remove. Nor can this be account- 
edaimall mercy by us, who have ſeen, inthe ſad di- 
viſions of brethren for many years, what it was to 
ſhur our c:mmon Father out of doors, and pretend to 
govern the Family without him, To be ure, ſince 
that time, 1t hath been the ſad lot of us all, that ſey- 
warts have rul:d over ws ( as the Church in captivity 
complains, Lam. 5.8. ) and there was none that delt- 
wvered ws out of their hand, Onc whiles we were un- 
dera Saxon Heptarchy again, (or ſomething like it) 
in the Arbitrary Government of a few Grandees ; 

ſometimes under ſomething liker the thirty Tyrants of 
Arhens : ſometimes under an Senaticly (give 
me leave to frame a new name for anew thing) a frae- 
ment of a ſhattered Senate, which the contempt of the 
vulgar could not vouchlate a cleanly name : ſometimes 
under a grand Y7zier , and his Fanizaries. Some- 
times (ina word) we had an Head, and ſometimes 
zone, and ſometimes too many,but all monſtruous. In 
the mean whiles, we tound that a pretended Common- 
wealth, had reduced us really to a common beggary * 
and our Liberties were kept by a name without a thing, 
ſutable to what themſelves were, which ( indeed } 
had #9 exiſtence, but in Name. Andis there any one, 
whoſe heart doth not leap within him, at the Name 
of 4 King again ? Letall the world by thie eccho of 


our joyfull acclamations know , that the ſhout of 4 yumb.24.25, 


Fa;: 2, And 


King 6 among #5, 
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I. The King, 


Prov.22.28; 
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—— 


2, Oar Lord, 


Eccleſ, 10.17. 


3.Ts come again 


2, An4 that King, wavm God hath in mercy re- 
ſtored to us, is eur Lord, a5 weil as Kinz, Kings, 
we have had enough, during this twelve years . /zter- 
val of Kinzship, though under other names, Soe- 
times many at once, and when but oxe, (becaule that 
gne Was not our Lord ) we hid, in that oper, 6xe too 
many, How many vale upſtart Kizgs, elevated like 
wvapours from a duxghill, have lorded it over us, and 
that beyond all the lawful Kings ſince the Conqueſt ? 
No K41n?#s /oins have been io heavy , as thei: /it- 
tle fingers, But all of them, as they wanted 
the Tile of King, io they had no 77#le to 
King-it, 

Bieſſed be Ged, that now hath reſtored unto ns our 
juſt and lawfull S overeizn, a King that is the Soune of 
Nobles, entituled to the Throne by an unqueſtiona- 
ble right from the loins of a continued ſucceſſion of 
Royal Anceftours. A King, entituled rowur Allege- 
ance by Birth and Deſcent, to whom the Laws of God, 
Nations and Nature,oblige us to be Subjef#, A King, 
that needs not be complemented into a Throne by Ad- 
dreſſes, or juſtifie his ſtancling, by Poſſeſſion and Pow- 
er to defend it: but was ( withour all theſe) what . 
thoſe that had them, only pretended to be, our Lord; 
and is now (by Gods gracious providence) the King 
t0O, 

3- And (though injuriouſly baniſhed from his 
People, and his Power, for many years ) is at laſt re- 
ſtared and returned unto his longing Subjetts. And 
what theimport of this mercy is, there is none can 
pretend to be ignorant, who knows how many mer- 
cies, thatſcemed to be baniſhed with him, "are return- 
ed in his company, Our Laws, that were firſt turned 
into 


EC 


—_— 


for the Royall Exiles Reftanration, 
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into Engliſh, and then tur#ed out of Court - Our 
Trade, that hud tul.cn wirg ind fled from us to for- 
reign Nations : Our Parlzaments,, which were firſt 
raviſhea (like Tamar by Amnon) and then ſext pack- 
ing out of Coors: Cur Religion, firſt evaporated in- 
ro Novelties, indthen into zothing « Our Liberty, 
formerly preſerved by eld Lams , atterwards impri- 
ſoncd under new Keepers, that kept it fo cloſe, that 
we could not tet] wiitre to fizd 1t + all thele, '( with 
the Father of our Countrey,: tie light of Tſrael, the 
breath of our noſtrils, the Center ok our affections and 
Allegiance , and ibe greateſt gift (next bis owne 
Sonne, and the /:ght of the glorious Goſpel ) which 
ever God beſtowed upon thete Nations, are return- 
ed again: and (which is yet more than all theſe) we 
our telyes, with the reperzag Prodigal, are ( by re- 
turning t9 our Father) returned tO onr ſelves 
2gaine, And 1s nor this a Day that the Lord 
hath made tor theſe Nations to be zlad and re- 
Joyce in it , wherein owr Lord the King is come 
again? 

4. Toamplifie this mercy further yet, our Lord 
the King is zot only come to his own Kingdom, but 
to his own houſe, Which (in o8r cale ) 1s a Cit- 
cumſtance more conſiderable, than in Davids, The 
malignity of that rebellicn againſt David, dig not 
extend it ſelf to the barbariſmue of ruining his Royal 
Manſions , out of a deſign to aboliſh the remem- 
brance of Kingship, as it, was with #5. They that 
demoliſhed ſo many ſtately Royal Palaces , were It» 


ſolved . (it ſeems) divers years ance, -to leave our 


King very few of the magnificent ſtructures en)oy- 
ed by his Royal Anceſtonrs z and thoſe, which = 
3 MAallce. 


— 
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Lam 4.20, 


Luk. 5.17,18. 


Fſal.11 2.24. 


4. To hus own 
houſe, 


Pſal.137.7+ 
Exzck. 21.31. 


The Loyall Subjefts Exultation 


malice ( by reaton of State-interryptions ) was not 
formerly able to dilapidate, within theſe tew moneths 
paſt, began to ſhake and ?otter for tear: and there 
wanted not, who {aid of them alſo, Raze them, 
raze them to the foundation. So deſirous were 
thoſe who were sk:Ifull to deiiroy, to ſtock all the 
Royal Palaces with creatures of affinity to the wil- 
dernefs they had brought us into, that they intended 
to make the {ad 4:n#zciation 0f the Prophet 1{atah, 


- too true an H:ſtory of their deſolations, Tin. 34.11, 


$. lapecce. 


12, &C, The Cormorant , azd the Bittern ſhall poſ- 


ſeſſe them , the Owle and the Raven ſhall dwell in 


them : and thornes ſhall grow up iy th: Palaces, and 
nettles and brambles in the fortreſſes : they ſhall be 
an habitation for Dragons, and a Court for Owles, 
Inſomuch that had ovr Lord the King been detain- 
ed from us, hut a few moneths longer, it is to be 
feared that th prece of our joy and gratitude had not 
had an exiit-xce, and our Reyal Sovereign had not 
had one hornſe left to return unto, But, bleſled be 


God, who hath diſ:ppointed them in the extent of 


cheir malic?, 2nd reftored thoie hou es, which yer 
remain and ſ1rvive the common delolition, once 
more to better Inhabitan's; and our So: ereign Lnrd 
the King is repoſleſied of them + and that not by a 
forcible. entry, but 2 quiet an peaceable reflitytion, 
The ff:h confideration to advance the price of 
this dayes mercy : Our Lord the King 1s not only 
returned, and to his own houſe; but (which compleats 
the mercy beyond all the reſt ) © | 

5, He us come again (In Peace) and that in the 
full I2titude and extent of the Hebrew word betore 
mentioned. 


Is 1s 
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I. Ip Peace, that is, in royal flate and magnificence. 
Never any King of theſe Nations hath entred with 
ſo much Trinmph and Pomp, the furniture of Peace. 
Wherein, although ſome moroſe Cexſors (who envy- 


1.1n pomp and 
triumph. 


ed his Majeſty the ſplendidneſle of his reception, be- 


cauſe they hated his Perſon and Government ) were 
highly dilpleaſed: (and poſhbly, the prodigal expen- 
ces of ſome perſons, who exceeded the proportion of 
their eſtates, to put themſelves into an equipage of 
exceſſive gallantry, deſerved juſtly to be condemned) 
yet, the cheerful] and affe&tionate expreſſions of his 
loyal and loving Subjects inward tranſport and exta- 
ſie ( though with ſome exceſle 1n particular perſons ) 
ought tobe looked upon, as a ſpecial amplification of 
our joy, and Gods mercy that occaſioned it ; ſeeing 
it is none of the leaſt merctes toa Przxce, that his peo- 
ple do not only arquieſce, but rejojce 1n him, and his 
Government. And as for thoſe Cynical Phanaticks, I 
muſt intreat them to take notice, - that all the Pop 
and State wherewith our Royal! Sovereigy Was enter- 
tained, came not near that, which was deſigned for 
the reception of their late Fohn of Leydey z as appear- 
ed by the Pageart at Briftol, his firſt ſtage. For cer- 
tainly, Divine Hononrs , with what plainnefs ſoever 
exhibited, far excecd all Humaye, although attended 
wich never ſo much outward bravery, Hoſannah's and 
Hallelujal's are farre beyond Yive-le-Roy's, and God 
ſave the King's. So thatitill becomes theſe men to 
blame that in others, which they exceed themſelves ; 
and to ſtrainat the erat of vanity in others,when them- 
ſelves can ſwallow the camel of blaſphemy. 


4 


Fames Naylor. 


2. In Peace, that is, in ſafety to his Royal Perſon, 2.ln ſafery, | 


Wherein, as there hath been a {pecial hand of Divine 
G Provi- 


# 


The Loyal Subjedts Exultation 


Worceſter. 


Joſh.2.1,5. 


Mi* 7.1. 


Judg. 5.24. 


Providence exerted for his preſervation throughout 
the whole courſe of his Peramislaticn through for- 
raign Dominions : ſo (above all others) was that deli- 
verance (like Sau/among the People) higher by the 
headand ſhoulders , wherein ( after the coverine his 
head in the day of battel) he was preſerved from the 
eager purſuit of enraged enemies, by as homely ſhifts 
(it publick relations be true) as the Spies who ſearched 
the land of Canaan were at Fericho ;, and by the con- 
trivance of an 1»ſtrument of the ſame Sex , though of 
nobler extradtion; and (it our tranſlation be proper) a 
clearer reputation, And let itnot be thought beneath 
the gravity of a ſolemn Sermon, if upon the contem- 
plation of this Providence, I cannot but apply what 
Deborah in as ſolemn an Hymn doth toan eminent fe- 
minine inſtrument of Iſraels deliverance, Bleſſed above 
women may that Lady be; and wherever ths Story 
ſhall be recorded, let it withall be remembred, that 
( next the conduct of Divine Providence) | 


——Dux femina fact. 


And indeed never any Hiſtory betterdeſerved to be re= 
corded (conſidering all the circumſtances of that mira- 
culous eſcape, with all the remarkable intrigues and la» 
byrinths of ito the glory of God,and the confutation of 
thoſe his enemies (whole only Title to the Yſurpation 
of his Crown was Providence )than that Hiſtory: which 
performed by a knowing and impartial penman, would 
(next the facred Narrative of Davids preſervations 


from Sanl) be the moſt wonderfull exemplification in 


the world,of thoſe notable paflages of that royal Pſal- 
miſt, He that dwelleth in the ſecret of the moſt High, ſhall 
abide [afe under the ſhadow of the Almighty,Þl.91. n He 
| | all 
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ſhall give his ah chore over thee to keep thee in all 


thy ways, v.10; In time of trouble he (hall hide me in his 
pavilion,in the ſecret of his Tabernacle ſhall he hide me, 
and [et my feet upon a rock,P1.27.5. O how greats thy 
goodneſs, which thou haſt laid up for them that fear thee, 
which thou haſt — af be them that truſt in thee before 
the ſons of men ? Thou ſhalt hidethem in the ſecret of thy 
preſence from the pride of man ; thou ſhalt keep them ſe- 
cretly in a pavilion from the ſtrife of tongues,Pl,31.19, 
20, Great deliverance giveth he to his King, andſhew- 


eth mercy to his Annointed, P1.18.ult.&c. 


And ſince that day, how often the ſame gracious 
hand hath reſcued him, is better known to thoſe, who 
have had the advantage of attending him in his rog- 
al Pilgrimage, to make ſuch obſervations. But this 


we are not ignorant of, ( through the goodneſle of 


God effecting it ) that 


Poſt warios caſus, poſt tot diſcrimina — 


after all thoſe dangers, whether known or unknown, 
and in deſpight of all his enemies, this glorioxs Few- 
el that hath been locked up ina Cabinet of forraign 
Providences, and thereby obſcured from our eyes, is 
gow brought forth to ovr view, mach more Orient 
and ſpark/ing than ever ; and ſet with Gods own hand 
in the royal ſeat of his Nzble Ancefteprs, with ſo mnch 


advantage, that he out-ſhines them al), 
—-- Velut inter 1gnes 


Ltna mnores, 


3. (And laſtly, ) In Peace, that 1S without the 3.Withour 


leaſt oppoſition, David (inthe Chapter before my poſition. 


Text) was victorious in a bloody field, and that vi- 
&ory made way to his Reſtauration, 


the poxp of his return to Fe 


Andnodoubt, 


ruſalem , was mixed 


G 2 


with | 


* 
: 
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Pſal. 126.4. 


Ver.1. 


Whence Me - 


with the ſþ oyls of the field, and the Trophies of Warre. 
Butin all che ſcenes of this gloriows AF there was 
no Tragical part from the beginning to the end : 
hardly a drop of blood ſhed, from the firft attempr, 
by that noble Cheſhire Gentleman, who brake the Ice, 


to the laſt progreſſe of that famous General, rather 


then march ) in which: ( like old Ennins's Scipio) 
—— Nobss cunttanao reſlitnit rem : 

he delayed the execu of tion his conxſels, to give the 
enemies of the Kingdom leaſure to unde themſelves, 
and co his main work to his hand : and then hatched 
onr I:berty eradatim, by an heterogenous generation, 
out of the very egges of uſurpation and Tyranny; and 
ſtroked, and cajolled rebellion into loyalty, by a ſoft 
and gentle hand, when all the Power of three Na- 
tions could not ( in humane probablilty ) have beaten 
zt into {o good a temper. 

Thus wenderfully hath the Lord turned back the 
captivity of theſe Kingdomes, as the rivers of the 
Soxth: inſomuch, that we are even beſides our [elves 
again, With admiration -of the miracle that hath re- 
anced us to our ſelves : and ( with the people of 1ſrael 
returned from Babylon.) are become like them that 
dream. And 'tis to be doubted, that the Hiffory of 
theſe wonders, willhardly find faith enough in our po- 
fterity to believe them: but rather produce a com- 
mendation of the Ingenuous fancy of the Inven- 
tors of ſuch a Romantique Hiitory , then really be 
affected with the Providexces, which it muſt needs be 
pleaſantly1nterwoven withall. | 

And new (as far asconcerns Davids, and our roy- 


phiboſheths ex= af Soveratenes part init) Ihavecompleated my pa- 
ample is preſs 
fed on us, 


rallel; The only part remaining, is Mephiboſherhs, 
| and. 


for the Royal Exiles Reſtauration, 


andyours. But I doubt me, ( for all our great pro- 
{cflions of joy and thanktulneſle.) our three Nations 
will hardly yeild us a parallel for Mephiboſheth, Zj- 
ba's enough there are every where, who are ready to 
be on the taking hand, if they could find a Dawidto 
countenance them, Every one almoſt, thinks this 
Providence a Lottery, and enough there are, that are 
ſtriving to draw a prize for therzſelves, This turn, I 
hope, will yeeld me an office at C onrt, faith ozes and 
me 4 Biſhoprick, ſaith a ſecond; and me, a fat Benefices, 
ſaith a third, and me a great Trade, ſaith a fourth ; and 
me 2 revenge upon thole,who haye wronged mc, {aith a 
fifth. And had his Majeſty ten times as much to give, 
as he hath, he need not want for zakers.But it any thing 
be to be parted withall (though of never fo much con- 
ducement to his Maj _- eſtabliſhment in peace) here 
the loyalty halts, whiles thoſe who are {o much for 24- 
kinz,are loath any body ſhould take but themſelves. 
And indeed,this is theonly fear which poſleſleth the 
hearts of pious and ſober men upon this Turns that, 
between thoſe that would zake al, and thoſe that will 
yeeld nothing, that peace-and harmony, which, by Gods 
. wonderful! providence, is now reſtored unto us, may 
end in asmuch diſcord and diſtraction as ever:whereas 
if every party amongſt us, - would be contented tolet 
others take [omething, as well as themſelves, i were no / 
hard matter for our Davis without injury to oe Or o- | 
ther, to-make the diviſion amongſt us to our jeynt-ſa- 
tisfattion. - And,in very truth, when T.conſtder, what 
fears and jealouſies formerly have been-ablero.do-for 
the #750intine of the beſt frame of Government: in the 
world, and hurrying us into a wefull:civ;l warre, the 
cixders whereot are fcarce totally extinguiſhed to this 
| G2 day 5," 
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day: I muſtprofels my ſelt,to be exceeding fearful of 
thole fears, and jealows of thole jealoufies, which yet 
poſſeſs the hearts of moſt parties. Oye profeileth his 
fear,thatall the power of the Nation (civil and milita- 
7y) will come into the hands of that, which our late 
db biocahing times knew by the name of the royal Par- 
ty. Another encounters that fear with his j ealouſie,chat 
the old covenaxtine Parliamentarian will have too 
much influence upon pwublick affairs. The Presbyterian 
party fears leſt Epzſcopacy, and Liturgy,and Ceremonies 
play Rex again in the Church as tormerly.The Epiſco- 
| / party tears leſt their wings ſhould be either clipped 
or at leaſt 7mped with ſome feathersof Presbytery, The 
Independent tears, leſt his liberty be infringed by 60:4, 
and the Phanatick 1s jealous of al.One is jealorws of his 
Majeſty ; another of the Parliament; 2 third of the Ar- 
my, a fourth of the Scots, &c, and are not all theſe tar 
enough from Mephiboſheths temper, who was content- 
ed rather toloſe all his own concernments,than not to 

ſee the Kine enjoy his own in peace. 
verily (Friends) when we ſhall ſeriouſly conſider, 
what a ſort of Takers we were likely to have fallen a- 
moneſt,a few moneths fince;even {uch a generation,as 
would never have left takeng, till they had Jeft ws nei- 
ther Law,nor Liberty,nor property,aor irade;nor learn- 
ing,nor Parliament,nor Miniftry,norChurch,nor Bible, 
nor God: who would have taken trom us every thing 
that is Chriſtiax, but the inward peace of a good conſci- 
ence,and the hopes of eternal life,which were not within 
their reach; and every rhing that was Engliſh, but the 
Linewage (which only they would have ſpared, becauſe 
they underſtood no other, and becauſe they hated all 
forreign languages,as being ſuſpeed of too much ath- 
nity 
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nity with the Beaſt:) I ſay , when we conſider theſe 
things,I profeſs,I think it inciſputably our duty(what- 
ever our dowbts and ſuſþict0n5, yea, and ſufferings may 
be by the preſent change) to bleſs God trom the bot- 
tome of our hearts,that we are fa: len into the hands of 
farre more wercifull Takers, than they were, And,ra- 
ther than be to ſhoot that eulphagain (the very looking 
back upon which doth even make my head giddy,and 
my heart faint) I am periſwaded, we ought all of us to 
ſay with Mephiboſherh, Let the worſt of all thoſe who 
now are,or are likely to be at the ſtern, take al,ſo long 
as our Lord the King s come again ts his own houſe in 


peace; and (by his return) hath reſcued us trom ſo fad 


a calamity. am ſure,let the old Royaliſt rake all,which . 
. ls thefeay of ſome; or the higheſt Epiſcopariantake all, 


which is the jealoxſe of others; or the rigidef# Presby- 
terian Covenanter, take all, which (though it be thi 

leaſt fear of all, yet) ſome profeſs to ſuſpect ; they are 
all grown ſtrange monſters to what they haye been, 
where they have had moſt to do formerly, it they d6 
not leave us more, than the phanatich generation 


' would, from whoſecallons God bath mercifully delix 


vered us. | = 

| Bur, I hope, yet, no ſober ſubject will ever be put 
upon this hard choice. The moderation of -4 gracious 
Sovereign, hitherto {ignally declared inall his actions, 
perſwades me, that he will prove ſuch:a Moderator a- 
mongſt us all, as' to-put no Subjeetrto the utmoſt of 
Aephiboſheths offer ; but rather to let ewery owe(lo far: 
as he doth not cut himſelf off,either by wonſtroms priv* 
ciples,or [editions practices) take ſomething of the be= 


nefit of his pious and peaceable Government, And if. 
in love to his Sacred Majeſty,and the {ertlement of the: 


Peace: 
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